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ELDER ABUSE 

472. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering: 
I have one question that is directed to the Premier, and I have been advised that it has not yet been signed off, so, 
if I may, I will ask one question now of the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering and perhaps seek the call if we 
are advised that the other answer has come in. 

(1) Has the minister read the recently released research commissioned by Advocare on elder abuse? 

(2) Does the minister support the recommendation that — 

A strong government department is required to take leadership of this issue and to develop a 
broad and articulate multi-level elder abuse strategy. There is also a need to develop a better 
first-level response to elder abuse, perhaps involving a multi-agency team approach. Other 
options to pressing charges against perpetrators or doing nothing need to be made available to 
people experiencing elder abuse, e.g. family counselling and mediation. 

(3) If so, when will the government act on this and the other recommendations? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the member for her question. 

(1)–(3) I actually went to and spoke at the conference on elder abuse, along with former judge Antoinette 
Kennedy. I have certainly read all of those recommendations. I take very seriously the issue of elder 
abuse. I believe that it is something in our society that needs to be stamped out. I often wonder why 
people think that just because someone is older, they are not as vicious as they were when they were 
younger. It seems that people do not really give much thought to a person who is elderly being 
psychologically vicious when they cannot be as physically vicious. In fact, some of them are quite 
vicious physically. I will be looking at those recommendations to see where the government can have 
the greatest effect. 

 


